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Artist, Performer, Visionary

Nancy Ostrovsky Biography
Ostrovsky was born in North Africa and lived in various countries in Asia. Her early influences in 

Asia permeate her work in a way that is uniquely original. Her paintings reflect some of the 

reflections of growing up in different Asian countries particularly Taiwan, the Philippines and 

Bangladesh. Living in these countries, left images and reflections about universal themes of 

human aloneness and human interactions that take place everywhere and in all cultures.

Ostrovsky has exhibited in Germany, New York, Boston and California. Her work is included in 

many private collections and public collections that include HBO, Young Audiences, Very Special 

Arts, American Society of Hypertension. Huntington Town Hall and a collection of 40 paintings 

owned by the Green Street Grille in Cambridge , Massachusetts.

 Another aspect of her work involves "Painting To Music" in performance with  musicians which 

she has done for more than 25 years. Ostrovsky has been called "one of the pioneers of 

performance painting."  Her "Paintings To Music" are done "live" while Ms. Ostrovsky is on 

stage with the musicians as they play. Ostrovsky uses the immediacy of the musicians, the 

music and  environment to record the performance in a highly original and innovative context.

 She has worked with the musicians of the highest caliber who have included, David Murray, 

Fred Hopkins, Erica Lindsay, Roswell Rudd, Leonard Brown, Lisa Thorson,  Syd Smart, Thurman 

Barker, Hugh Brodie, Tony Perez and many others. The performances have directly influenced 

her studio work. The paintings have been made in many venues ranging from jazz clubs, outdoor 

festivals, Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston, Knitting Factory, The Fabrik- Germany, The John 

Coltrane Memorial Concert, Rochester School of Music, USIA, Massachusetts College of Art, The 

International Festival of Media Art Media Future, Germany, ODC San Francisco , Electric Lodge, 

LA, Very Special Arts/ JazzArtSigns and the Festival of Women Improvisers.


